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Abstract

This study aims to describe the attitudes of people toward empowerment,
including problems and difficulties regarding the development of empowerment among
persons with disabilities. The sample was a group of people with physical disabilities or
mobility disabilities who are members of the Association of the Physically Handicapped of
Thailand. Data were collected through questionnaire and depth interview guideline with
385 and 5 of those qualified sample respectively. The data were analyzed by descriptive
statistics and content analysis.

The results revealed that the sample group’s attitude towards empowerment
remained at high level. It can also be found that the attitude towards empowerment
mainly derived from the participants’ internal sources rather than from external sources of
empowerment. The two internal sources with the highest average score driving the
sample group’s attitude towards empowerment included the ability to struggle and
survive independently. The external sources driving the sample group’s attitude towards
empowerment with the highest average score, on the other hand, were encouragement as
well as assistance given by family members, either physically or mentally, during the time
of need. In addition, it can also be discovered that the difficulties and problems regarding
the development of empowerment among persons with disabilities was quite low. The
comparison between different variables, level of education, income, and level of disability
showed a difference in the sample group’s attitude towards empowerment by holding a
significance level of 0.05 (p <0.05). Furthermore, the in-depth interviews of this study also
extended to the history and background of the development of empowerment of the
case studies, including the understanding of the definition, sources, outcome, and
problems pertaining to the development of empowerment among persons with
disabilities as well as how they develop a good attitude towards empowerment as well as

suggestions regarding the subject.
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